ONLY WOMEN

illness, at least they must only be admitted by special
permission of the Grand Chancellor of the Legion of
Honour.

I have no time to write more about this establishment.
It is more original than Compiegne, as I view it; and
Compiegne is unlike anything of its kind before.

I need hardly say that the only women employed in the
school must be elderly spinsters, or widows without
children; that they must be entirely under the control of the
Headmistress; and that they must never receive men, or go
outside the walls of the school.

It would, no doubt, be equally superfluous to remark that
nothing is worse, or more open to censure, tharTtGelclea of
letting young girls appear on the stage, or stimulating
rivalry among them by allowing them to take places in form.
It is good for men, who may have to make speeches, and
who, having to master so many subjects, need the support
and stimulus of competition. But in the case of ybung girls,
competition should be banned: we don't want to rouse their
p^gSj^s^aQQ.givs.^Iay to the vanity which is one of the
llv^ie^lnstincts of their sex. Light punishments, and a
^worclof jpraise from the Headmistress to those who do well,
seem to me all that is needed. I can't think it has a good effect
,to distinguish the girls by different coloured ribbons, unless
'{the object is merely to classify them by age; otherwise it
jmight establish a kind of precedence among them.

[CORRESP., XV, 12 5 8 J.]
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POST-HASTE

TO THE EMPRESS

DRESDEN,/*/)/ 18, 1807, midday.

MY dear; I got to Dresden yesterday at 5 p.m., feeling
very well, though I had been roo hours on the road without
leaving my carriage. I am staying here with the King of
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